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RESIDENTIAL DEMOLITON PROCEDURE 
Township of Centre Wellington 
Building & Development Services Department 
1 MacDonald Square 
Elora, ON    N0B 1S0 
519-846-0265 

 

 
To demolish a residential structure involves at least one or more of four procedures 

respecting: 

 
a) an order to demolish when a building is unsafe (Building Code Act, Fire Marshals Act); 
b) a Demolition Permit (Building Code Act); 
c) a permit to demolish under the Demolition Control By-Law 91-324 (Chapter 620, Municipal 

Code) pursuant to Section 33, Planning Act; 
d) consent to demolish if building designated under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

DEMOLITION CONTROL APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 

PRELIMINARY REVIEW 
 

a) Where a demolition is integrally related to or being sought to facilitate a new development, the 
applicant should check at this time to determine whether a Site Plan Application will be required.  
If such an application is required, the applicant should discuss the site plan proposal with the 
Township’s Planner or their designated staff.  A Site Plan Application should be filed to ensure 
that the two processes run concurrently. 

 

 A Site Plan Application is required for the construction of a new building or structure or for 
an addition or alteration to an existing building or structure, which has the effect of 

substantially increasing its size or usability, or for the establishment of a commercial 

parking lot or sites for 3 or more trailers.  It is not required for the construction of a farm 
building and, with certain exceptions, a single family dwelling, a semi-detached dwelling, or 
a duplex. 

 
b) Where a demolition is being considered for a structure which is designated under Part IV or Part 

V of the Ontario Heritage Act or for a property listed on the Municipal Database of Heritage 
Properties, the applicant should consult with the Building Department prior to application 
submission to determine proper processing requirements. 

 

FORMAL PROCESSING 
 

1. This application must be completed and submitted to the Building Department together with the 

prescribed fee of $245 for the first residential building and $107 for each additional residential 
building and one (1) copy of the property survey or a Site Plan drawn to an accurate metric ratio 
such as 1:250 or 1:500 showing: 

 
a) the true dimensions and bearings of the property; 
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b) the location and dimensions of the residential structure(s) to be removed together with the 
location and dimensions of any accessory buildings and structures; and 

 
c) existing and proposed elevations, drainage slopes and gradients. 

 
2. After receipt of the Application, the Building Department will circulate a copy of the Application to 

determine any concerns and request responses within fourteen (14) days to the following: 
 
 A Building Official to determine the condition of the residential structure(s) proposed to be 

demolished; 
 
 Engineering Services to determine if the demolition will result in redundant services that 

need to be addressed; 
 
 Fire Department to determine the condition of the residential structure(s) relative to the 

Ontario Fire Code; 
 
 Heritage Centre Wellington to determine if the property is significant with respect to the 

Township’s heritage; and 
 
 The adjacent property owners may be contacted should there be any concern that the 

demolition may affect the structural integrity of the neighbouring buildings. 
 

3. Arrangements may be required for Building Official to inspect the buildings to be demolished to 
determine their condition and any concerns there may be with regard to adjacent properties and 
buildings.  Accordingly, the application form also provides authorization for a Building Official to 
enter the property and have access to the buildings for the purposes of carrying out an inspection. 

 
4. Concurrent with the review of the submission of the Demolition Control Application, the Director of 

Planning or their delegate may process the Site Plan Application. 
 

5. Upon review of all relevant issues, a recommendation will be made on whether or not the 
proposed demolition is supported or opposed by the Development Review Committee.  The 
applicant shall be formally advised as to the Department’s recommendation and the date and time 
which such recommendation will be considered by the Township’s Planning Committee. 

 

6. Township Council will subsequently consider the report of the Planning Committee and make a 
decision to issue or refuse to issue the Demolition Control Approval.  The Planning Act prescribes 
an appeal procedure whereby the applicant may appeal Council’s decision to the Ontario 
Municipal Board. 


