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DEMONTIGNY

INDIGENOUS FASHION/PRODUCT DESIGN AND
PUBLIC ART THAT CONNECTS CULTURE, THE
NATURAL WORLD AND COMMUNITY



REFLECTIONS FROM AN INDUSTRY TRAIL BLAZER

“My goal as an artist has been to
challenge people’s perceptions and
ideas of what ‘Indigenous art and
design’ is, to build community and
to bring awareness to the beautiful
and holistic nature of Indigenous
culture and worldview.”

Angela DeMontigny
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ANGELA DEMONTIGNY
ARTIST STATEMENT ALL OUR RELATIONS

| was ingpared to creale these panels and anwork by the tradiional teachengs N recenved thiough the years as well as the Haoudenosaunes Thanksgving Address.

| hape to remind people when they vinid the Hamilton waterfront, of the intringic and inerdependent relationship we have with Mother Earth, the natural world: the waler, the

plants, trees and medicines, and the animal world, This also includes the Spert World, the Sky Beings, the 4 Sacred Winds, our Grandfather the Sun, Grandmaother Moon, and
o Ancestors the Stara. | also wanted to acknowledge all the Indigenous Ancestionn who have histoncally called this area home for millennea = from the Neutral, Ansshnabek,
angd Huron naticns and more recently, the Haudenosaunee and Mississaugas

Ag fires currently bum i the Amazen and global warmeng melts the permalrost and wecaps in Alaska, the world is lnally becoming awane of how mierconnected we are and
that whiat happens in one country. affects us all. Indigenous people arcund the globe have always known this and have been valipntly trying to protect what we have left,

Hamillon is lecated withan the Nisgara Escarpment = o recognided, workd UNESCD Bicaphere Reserve which includes o nch biodiversity of rivers, lakes, waterfalls and foreats
that suppon nurmerous species of birds, fish, reptiles and mammals. It has the oldest forest ecosystem and Irees in eastern North Amenca, | have chosen 1o represent just a
few of these species in this artwork for the public 1o enjoy when visiting of lnving near the Hamilton waterfront,

We must acknowledge, give thanks and peatect all our precious, natural resources 50 that we can ALL continue 1o hve and therve net only in this beautiful area but on thes
incredible planet which is our mather. Walter is Life. "MNigi pimahtisuwsn” (Cree). All My Relatsons "Nw_HE_M_Kanak™ (Cree)

Angeln DeMontigny (Cree/Métis)



SYMBOLS AND STORIES

FLANTS AND METHCINES

The fiern, which grow in our area not only provide us with
susienance, medicing and oxygen, they provide much needed
healing and beauty.

The Hadersatamines and ofher Inchgenous natssns have alwinys
grwen thanks for the plant Be and medicines ‘mashidk’ (Opbwe)
such as strawbemes when they come n season in June. Day
kles and other flomers “waabigwan’ (Ojibwe] add 1o the bsh
greenery That groe asound 1he Hamilion waterirant We harsur
the plant pecple (a5 well a5 the bees and other insects which
tuppor] their polingtion) and Malker Eartk Toe ther bowamy and
The harvesn we enjy eviery surened arsd 1all

Hamslion Waterfront Trust | City of Hamilton

ANGELA DEMONTIGNY
ALL OUR RELATIONS

WATER AND CREATURES THAT SWikd

‘Walker nibi’ (Oplrare) is cur most precious resource, as we cannaot
Irve without it ABplants and animals must have water 10 survive.
Hamdton is home bo over one hundeed waterfalls and cascades,
vl gystema, harbours [80d of Course Lake Ontanio) wheidh, =
parl has made i 30 internafionally renomresd tours) destnalnsn

The Turtle ‘A'ndowara’ (Mohawk) is a very importand, sacred
figure in Indigenous culture as A symbolizes Mother Earth. It
repregenld her $loic abikly 16 caery the hendy burden of man on
hier ghell Many species have 13 sections to thest under gade, it
i believed 10 represent the cycle of the thimeen moces wheth
are a celesind symbaol of matherhocd. The meaning of the Tunle
signifies tnuth, good health and jong |ife and ks an important clan
animad for the Haudenosaunee.

The eciologeial role af Frogs '‘Onskwih rhe’ (Mohiwk) schude
fagd chinn snporlance, petl conttgl and ak adpoles, thiy eal

algae. helping regulate blooms and reducing the chances of
algal conamination Symibolically, they are strongly conneched

to the waler element and the process of healing and renewal,
cesniatg and lansfaimanon

A warsely of Gk ‘Kérson (Mohawk) species including Salmon,
Trout, Walleye and Smadl mouth Bass can be found in Lake Ondano.
For thowsands of years pnor 1o Ewropean contact, Indigenous

have used speanng anghng and netting techniques to
captuie fgh lodf their owm subgistence and o use in Slerirbal
irade. Salenon in particular, havne been an smpostani food source
andl bl Mod |ndhgensdnik comimiandieg and depretents Teitilny,
adaptaton, change, rebirth, moving, happiness, etemal life and
fermuninity.

Weil Harbour-James Jneet Plaza Pubbc An Piopect 7 Public Congullatien / Slage BOF 1D



SYMBOLS AND STORIES

THE FOUR-LCGGEDS

This parsel horours and identilies our four legaged relailons, the
animaly | have represented 3 sramals which have co-euisbed
wilth Fumar @ whal 18 now Hamidion and scuihwesiem OnEano
Thay have been chosen s impomtant reminders as 10 thes valss
within our cullure and ermvronment.

The Desr has been & vitally imporiant anenal fo Indigenous
peopls for sustenanoe and chothing for lorges Than anyene can
remember. The Deed ‘ohakennonton' (Mohawk) repiesents
gentieneis, unconditanal love and kindness

The Baaver teyennato’ (Mokawk) Became the mast sought after
animad in Canadean higiory and was the catalyst thal changed
the relationship between Indigenous peoples and Ewopeans
upan firgt contedt in the 1500, The fur trade started due 16
Evropean demand for the kunous pelis of the Deaved, whach
towards the end of the T century, almosl wipsd them out The
beaves represends wisdom in Indigenous cullue ard I8 knomn
Fost 1ts indhastnous and peoblem-pobang nature

The Copete. Wisag-ma iingan|ag) (Opbwe), sinte migrating Lo
muﬂluﬂmqmﬂﬁlmumlﬂwlﬂl
and has sdapied well jo wban envepnmenis, can now B
found in both neal and urbun Bettings. Copote (s well known in
Indugersous culture 88 The ‘Tricksler and there are many tales
where bt demonstrates the dangen of negative behaviors like
greed, iecklesarsan, and arrogance

Plamalton Waterfront Trued | Gy of Hamfon

ANGELA DEMONTIGNY
ALL OUR RELATIONS

MOTHER EARTH. TREES AMD TrE WIMNGED ONES

Trees are witsl to us in L0 Many ways They ticee carbon dumde,
produce arygen, alabdze the wod, provade 8 home (9 countless
wpecied of armals, budd, imaects ard Slhe? MeCnd rgaMEmd
Some eeen praduce medstre - puch a1 the 1ap from the biaple
Trew “wahta' (Mohawhk) which I've chosen 10 degact They also
prernde maienal For oola, Turnduee, aheiter and fuel Harslon's
walerhom (8 perounded by lush forest wheoh o Rhawme 1o the
many winged creatures featured o thes panel Mother Earth
‘shiashasmikwe’ {Opbwe] 1 1B Gundatsn wheth pports
and wutlaing all ife ansd Noth Amencd i Called Turthe lland
by Indigenaus nations due in B 1o the IFoquaes Creaton sBory
{5y Weenan) and (ke shape of The consaunt

The maal smportaed bird §o Firgl Matsons o the Eagle 'A gk
(Mohawk] as it flees the highest which wegrifes freesdom, the
abdty 1o see lar shead wio the Pulure. courage, witdom and
pirersgih ared 108 PUipote i4 o4 the Maidendged 1o the Creatcd

Hend s the Great Dhus Heron zhasbag’ (Oytree ), wheoh brnga
messspes of sl dedermenatepn and welf eesnce They repessant
il waidom and groundeg

The Red Cardimal 'Turshwenhiibebhag' (Capaga) 1 & pead-round
ressdent and arecognized symbaod of Ortarss In Matoee Canadaan
Ameican culluee i repeesenty power wea® b and erilhasy aam
as well a3 relafwonshpa. coustabep and monagamy

Dungandlies ‘sbocdaibiaaan shenh (Oplred) play S gt ant
pan in i ecoyatem by contralling the populabon of wrremanied
muects such a3 mosqatoes. beting Mees and ants In almost
every part of the woild, the Dragonfy dymbolied change
Iransloemation, adaptabdity and selfreabiabon anchudng
dluin in Irdgerous culture

‘West Harbour-James Sireet Mlara Pulbhc &l Project 7 Public Coraultabon ) Stage 7 &0F 10



ANGELA DEMONTIGNY
SYMBOLS AND STORIES ALL OUR RELATIONS

THE THUKNDER IR GRANDF ATHIER SUN, GRANTRIOTHER MOON AND INDIGENCUS CROLTURAL ELEMENTS

The Thunderbeings (Thunderbirds, Thunderess) ‘Bines’ (Cree). Aremilod (Dplre), ‘Ratewe raha’ [(Mobawk) are sgents in The form of grest Beeds. Thes winga bare thunder and hghtreng
oomas foom Thew eyes. They reside in the West dineclion and are connedled with the power of punfcation and raen. Thurderhirds are cribcally smportant ot only = Iradgenons
culture and symbolam bud bo Mother Earth and All Our Aelabaons as they Being the much reeded rain Tor pland and animal lite and lightning whech beips Mather Earth masnisn
electncal balance She r rechadged by thundeistoime Thede afe many eatfed colemanies performed by numserous Indigensus nationa that hanour and gree thanks 1o the Thurders
Beingt fot Bringing the raing and protection

The Moening Sta ‘Gambeh Then' (Cree), Tawentenhaw!: tha', (Mohawd) symbolizes hope and guedance The Morming Star is the Brighlest star in the shy of dawn snd 4 &
representaticn of Indigencus anceston Many natssns honor the momeng slar aa o sign of Courage and punty of spe and hamour it along wih other celeatial relatves Grand? sthae
Sun ‘Roheker thaketile ke wa (Mobawk) and Grandmalbed Méh Tethieatha aheonthehnehkha kaiablwa’ (Mobawk) thal are s infegrad i all ife Fare on Mother Eaith

The Raen Clouds symbol i depected as  camies ihe elemaent of wated which is ane of the mast vital amongst all elements a3 it dapuries the sustenance of ile The Fan Clouds
‘nakbyhshowahikiw’ (Cree) sigrfses tenewal Teildy, and change. It haa slways been importan o Indigencus natsans to gove thanka and Ronour these slements and celevbal
Bsersgs i ceder for them fo continue and remember Their original instructions frgm the Creator

The Two Row Wampum Bell Guiwehls' (Mohawk) i one of the oldest irealy telahionthepe batween (he Onbwehonweh (ongenal people) of Turtle lsland (horth Amenca) and
Eurcpean immegants The liealy was made in 1613 Between the Dutch and the Haudenaisunes (Iroguaia) and outhne the respectiul relationahip that was ongrally nterded @
aider 164 both pecpbes to co-exel in harmasry in this lemitory which Hamdton s inchuded. Thes hiatone Belt docurmenis thal this was a0 ‘equal’ relabonilep and motl 3 patnarchal’
ane. “The belt consiste of twe rows of purple wamgum beads cn a while backgroand. Three rows of whie beads symbol ng peace, frendshep, and respeci separste the feo purple
rows The two purple rows symbobze two paths or two vessels travelling down the same ever. One row symbolizes the Hasdemosaunee people wih thewr law and customa, wieke
the othe row symbodres Euopesn bvws and customs. As nadions mose logelber side-by-side on the River o Life, they are 10 avold averlapping o mberferang with one anofher”

The Medicens Wheed it imponant as & foundational gymbol im relatson 1o ol the panels. Being a circle, it represents (he interconnectnity of ‘everythung The 4 quadrants may
represent the 4 races, 4 seasond, 4 candnal diections, 4 slages of Ide as well as the aspects of one's Beng, inchuding the connsection with the natural word The rumbar 4 has great
sy ance i Indagenous cilive,

The teachings and meanngs of the Medooe Whee! may vary slghlly between indigenous nationa bul it has been umed teoughout Turtle Bland s 8 powerful aymdol Thad
willuences how we vew the woild and Baee all 1hinge are connecied | have sdded b Cagle featheis ta \he battam of this Medicine Wheel i orde 10 achndwbrdge and hargur the 5
ingigenout nations whd have histancally lived o this feritory = The Newtrad Armbashek, Huran, Maudenosaursee and Miguanaugas

Harenon W e ror Trust |WHH“1:H WI-IIHlMI.lrnJ-ImHmm:HHIMMHnmIMmmrhﬂl? TOF 18



ANGELA DEMONTIGNY
RENDERING ALL OUR RELATIONS

ARTISTS TEAM:
LEAD ARTIST: ANGELA DeMONTIGNY
GLASS ARTIST: PAUL RODRIGUE

& ** STEEL FABRICATOR: LA FONTAINE IRONWERKS
g o PROJECT MGR: JEREMY FREIBURGER
" = —— | i
ALL OUR RELATIONS ”
INSTALLED: SEPTEMBER 2023 )
LOCATION: WEST HARBOUR, HAMILTON _ A
MATERIALS: GLASS AND STEEL e A _
INITIAL BUDGET: $315,000.00 o S
DIMENSIONS: 40' X 10’ T







ANGELA DEMONTIGNY
DETAILS ALL OUR RELATIONS
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[ ews | LocaiNews.
Indigenous art
installation to transform
Hamilton's waterfront

By Alex Last - April 12, 2023, 8203 pm

ALL OUR RELATIONS
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Hamilton’s waterfront is currently undergoing
a transformation and it includes what could
be one of the largest public art projects the
city has ever seen. Five glass panels over four
stories high will be constructed near Pier 8.

The massive art project is called

. The project is designed by
Indigenous artist, Angela Demontigny. She
says, "It consists of acknowledging the four
legs, the animals, the birds, the trees, the
plants, the water, the fish, and the aquatic
life.”
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Youth Programming proudly
supported by:
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Public Art Commisioned by:
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Hamilton

Project Management by:

aBALTCONNECTS.

— the connecting element for creative communities

ALL OUR RELATIONS
a public art project



ALL OUR PLANTS AND
RELATIONS MEDICINES ) 0

A PUBLIC ART
PROJECT BY
ANGELA
DEMONTIGNY
COBALT CONNECTS
PAULL RODRIGUES
GLASS
LAFONTAINE IRON
WERKS

Introduction text by Angela DeMontigny




THE FOUR LEGGEDS WATER &
THE SWIMMERS




ARTS + CULTURE

WATERFRONT ART IS A

SOARING, THOUGHTFUL
ODE TO INDIGENOUS
WAYS OF THINKING

By Stephanie Vegh Oct 27, 2023

All OQur Relations features luminous
hand-blown glass beads in intricate

depictions of animals, trees, healing

plants, earthly elements and celestial
beings.
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AOR WINS AN AWARD OF MERIT FOR THE
HAMILTON URBAN DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE AWARDS - NOV. 2025

URBAN DESIGN
0 ARCHITECTURE AWARDS
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AWARD OF MERIT

-

City of Hamilton
Angeta DeMontigny
EXP
CoBALT Connecls
Paull Rodrigue Glass
Lafontaine Iron Werks




THE THUNDERBIRD,
CELESTIAL &
ELEMENTS,

MOTHER EARTH,
TREES AND

THE WINGED
ONES

INDIGENOUS
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