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Boulevard Garden Policy 

Guidelines for Non-Standard Boulevard Landscape Treatments 

Property owners are encouraged to maintain the standard turf grass municipal boulevard in front 
of their property. Property owners wishing to install alternatives to sod shall follow the non-
standard boulevard landscape treatment conditions: 

1. The homeowner shall sign this policy below to attest they have read and will follow these 
guidelines and shall submit their signed policy to the Township for registration prior to 
commencing a boulevard garden. 

2. It is the responsibility of the property owner to locate all municipal services and utilities, 
such as water, sewer, gas, telephone, hydro, cable, telecommunications, etc. prior to 
commencing any works on the boulevard. 

3. All boulevard gardens shall be limited to perennial or annual plant material listed in 
Attachment ‘A’ and allowed to grow up to 60 centimetres (cm) or 24 inches (in) tall. Shrubs 
up to 30 cm (12 in) in height are permitted. Noxious weeds and invasive plants are not 
permitted. Decomposable mulches are permitted; however, residents should follow proper 
mulch management techniques to prevent the spread of termites in the community. 
Additional information on termites is available on the Township’s website at 
centrewellington.ca 

4. Property owners are not permitted to plant trees within the Township’s boulevard without 
approval from the Township.  Property owners interested in planting trees in the boulevard 
should contact the Township Public Works office to discuss requirements for setbacks to 
curbs, sidewalks, driveways, drainage swales, buildings, underground and overhead 
utilities, and other trees. 

5. A 45 cm (18 in) setback shall remain in place for all sidewalks, curbs, road, and driveway 
edges. 

6. The landscape treatment shall maintain positive surface drainage. 

7. Property owners shall maintain their sidewalk free and clear of all vegetation and debris. 

8. The Township reserves the right to require at any time with at least 30-calendar days 
notice that the boulevard be returned to turf grass at the property owner’s expense, failing 
which, the Township will remove all non-compliant material and restore the boulevard to 
the turf grass standard at the owner’s expense. 

9. It is the responsibility of the property owner to locate their property line through their legal 
survey. 

10. Retaining walls or fences shall be set back 0.3 metres from any lot line abutting a street. 
Hedges shall be set back 1.0 metres from the front lot line and in the case of a corner lot; 
hedges shall be also set back 1.0 metres from the side lot line abutting the street. 

http://www.centrewellington.ca/livehere/Pages/Planning,%20Building%20and%20Development/Building%20and%20Renovating/Termites.aspx
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11. Installations such as in-ground irrigation systems, fencing, pavers or hard mulches such 
as pea gravel and rocks are not permitted on the boulevard. 

12. In the event that emergency or unscheduled works are required that will disturb an existing 
boulevard garden, no notification will be provided. 

13. In the event of scheduled boulevard works, Township staff will provide 30-calendar days 
notice to the property owner, giving them the opportunity to salvage plant material. 

14. Following the unscheduled or scheduled boulevard works, the boulevard will be restored 
to the turf standard unless the property owner states their intent to re-establish the 
boulevard plantings within 30 calendar days, weather permitting, or reasonable date set 
by the Township in consultation with the property owner. Re-established boulevard 
gardens shall be in compliance with this policy and will be the sole responsibility of the 
property owner. Following the 30 day period or date set by the Township, if the plantings 
have not taken place, the Township will restore the boulevard to turf. 

15. The Township assumes no responsibility for the cost of repairs of any damages to the 
garden on the boulevard. 

16. The property owner shall maintain clear and easy access to all aboveground and 
underground services, including but not limited to, fire hydrants, water valves, Bell 
pedestals, telecommunications pedestals and handwells, and hydro transformer boxes. 
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Appendix A - Boulevard Garden Policy 

Perennials (Plants in this list have salt tolerance to some degree) 

Common Name Latin Name Sun Exposure 

Alpine Pinks Dianthus Sun 
Barren Strawberry Waldsteinia ternate Shade – Part Sun 
Bellflower Campanula Sun – Part Sun 
Blanket Flower Gaillardia Sun 
Catmint Nepeta Sun 
Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides Shade – Part Sun 
Coneflower Rudbeckia fulgida ‘Goldstrum’ Sun – Part Sun 
Cranesbill Perennial Geranium Sun – Part Sun - Shade 
Creeping Phlox Phlox subulata Sun – Part Sun 
Cushion Spurge Euphorbia Sun – Part Sun 
Daylily Hemerocallis Sun – Part Sun 
Dead Nettle Lamium Shade – Part Sun 
English Lavender Lavendula angustifolia Sun 
Evening Primrose Oenothera Sun 
Evergreen Candytuft Iberis sempervirens Sun – Part Sun 
False Spirea Astilbe Sun – Part Sun - Shade 
Hens and Chicks Sempervivums Sun – Part Sun 
Japanese Painted Fern Athyrium niponicum ‘Pictum’ Shade – Part Sun 
Lady in Red Fern Athyrium augustrum forma rubellum Shade 
Lady’s Mantle Alchemilla mollis Sun – Part Sun 
Lambs Ear Stachys byzantine Sun – Part Sun 
Little Spire Russian Sage Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Little Spire’ Sun 
Lungwort Pulmonaria saccharata Shade – Part Sun 
Oriental Poppy Papaver orientale Sun 
Palace Purple Coral Bells Heuchera micrantha ‘Palace Purple’ Sun – Part Sun 
Pig Squeak Bergenia cordifolium Sun – Part Sun - Shade 
Plantain Lily Hosta Shade – Part Sun 
Rock Cress Arabis Sun 
Sapphire Blue Sea Holly Eryngium amethstinum ‘Sapphire 

Blue’ 
Sun 

Sea Thrift Armeria maritime Sun 
Silver Mound Wormwood Artemisia schmidtiana ‘Silver Mound’ Sun – Part Sun 
Snow in Summer Cerastium tomentosum Sun 
Soapwort Saponaria Sun – Part Sun 
Speedwell Veronica Sun – Part Sun 
Stonecrop Sedum x ‘Autumn Joy’ Sun 
Thyme Thymus Sun 
Tickseed Coreopsis verticillata Sun – Part Sun 
Yarrow Achillea Sun 

 
  



 

Boulevard Policy – Version 1.1   Page 4 of 5  
 

Ornamental Grasses (grasses in this list have salt tolerance to some degree) 

Common Name Latin Name Sun Exposure 

Blue Fescue Festuca glauca Sun – Part Sun 
Blue Oat Grass Helichtotrichon Sun – Part Sun 
Hakone Grass Hakonechloa macra Shade – Part Sun 
Lily Turf Liriope muscari Sun – Shade 
Little Bunny Fountain 
Grass 

Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Little 
Bunny’ 

Sun – Part Sun 

Shrubs (Shrubs in this list have salt tolerance to some degree) 

Common Name Latin Name Sun Exposure 

Arcadia Juniper Juniperus Sabina ‘Arcadia’ Sun – Part Sun 
Bearberry Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Sun – Part Sun 
Blue Rug Juniper Juniperus horizontalis ‘Wiltoni’ Sun 
Emerald Mound 
Honeysuckle 

Lonicera x xylosteoides ‘Emerald 
Mound’ 

Sun 

Gold Tide Forsythia Forsythia x ‘Courtasol’ Sun – Part Sun 
Japanese Garden Juniper Juniperus procumbens ‘Nana’ Sun 
Prince of Wales Juniper Juniperus horizontalis ‘Prince of 

Wales’ 
Sun 

Shrubby Cinquefoil Potentilla frutifcosa ‘Long acre or 
Yellow Gem’ 

Sun 

Colorata Euonymus Euonymus fortunei ‘Coloratus’ Sun - Shade 
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Boulevard Garden Policy 

I have read and understand the above policy and agree to abide by its conditions: 

Signature: ___________________________ Date: ________________ 

Name (please print): _____________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ____________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________ 

Please drop off a signed copy at the Infrastructure Services Office or via email to: 

Township of Centre Wellington 
Infrastructure Services 
7444 Wellington Road 21 
Elora, Ontario 
N0B 1S0 
Email: gminfrastructure@centrewellington.ca 

Personal information provided on this document is collected by the Township of Centre Wellington 
under the authority of Part III, Section 28 or 44(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 for the purpose of 
registering as part of the boulevard garden policy.  Questions relating to the collection, use and 
disclosure of this personal information should be directed to Infrastructure Services at 
519.846.9691 x905 or gminfrastructure@centrewellington.ca 

mailto:gminfrastructure@centrewellington.ca
mailto:gminfrastructure@centrewellington.ca
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